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“Knowing Jesus, 
Making Jesus known”
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HPCWhat We Believe
HPC has a long history of evangelical witness in the Church of England. In more
recent years it has grown in clarity and conviction as a definite, conservative
evangelical congregation seeking to match clear, faithful Biblical teaching with
a grace infused culture that is open and welcoming to all who would come.

In turn HPC is known and appreciated more widely for its teaching ministry but
also for the warmth of its welcome. In particular, as we meet week by week, we
seek to magnify the Lord Jesus and to highlight the astonishing undeserved grace
of our covenant God. The God who in love sent his Son as a propitiation, a
substitute, a sacrifice for us, for our redemption and to secure for us the glorious
future to which He leads his believing people, safely home.

In expression of those gospel realities the PCC, while gratefully acknowledging
our heritage and present commitment to the 39 Articles, gladly endorsed a
contemporary statement of faith and set out our own particular DNA in 2019.

Welcome
We’d like to wish you a very warm welcome and thank
you for taking the time to read our Parish Profile. We are
delighted you have shown an interest in the vacancy
here at Hailsham Parish Church. We hope this booklet
gives a real sense of who we are as a church and reflects
our excitement and anticipation of what God has in
store for us in the next chapter of our church life.
Trusting in God’s unchanging faithfulness we pray that
He will send someone to lead us and challenge us and,
in doing so, will help us to grow in our love of Jesus, one
another and our neighbours. We do pray that as you
read this and research the post, God will guide and help
you to discern whether you are the new vicar God is
calling to lead us in our mission and ministry in the
years ahead.

The PCC recently completed a review and agreed on a
vision for HPC and central to this is the ministry of the
word across every aspect of our life together as
expressed in our Basis of Faith and accompanying Core
Convictions – Core Values. These convictions are the
foundation of the life, culture, and mission of HPC. 

We pray and hope that you can support that vision as
we look for you to lead us in Discipleship, reaching
across the generations and across our growing town
and have a heart for Jesus and making him known. 

With love in Him, 
Margery Luffingham and David Gooding,
Churchwardens and Parish Representatives
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We gladly affirm the Biblical and
apostolic faith expressed in this
Basis of Faith and its vision to
proclaim the Gospel to all. In
particular we affirm that: 

The books of the Old and New
Testaments are God’s Word
written. 
Uniquely inspired by the Holy Spirit,
human authors spoke from God. The
God-breathed Scriptures are
therefore wholly trustworthy and free
from error in both history and
doctrine. Whatever Scripture, truly
interpreted, is found to teach we are
bound to believe and obey. It is the
supreme authority for faith and
conduct.

The Scriptures proclaim the
only way of salvation. 
God created the world and mankind
good but His image in human beings
and His glory in creation have been
defaced by sin. We are all under God’s
judgement and, being spiritually
dead, are helpless to save ourselves.
The one living God, eternally existing
in three Persons, has acted in love for
our salvation. God the Father sent the
Son to be our Saviour; God the Son
gave Himself to redeem us; God the
Holy Spirit brings us all the blessings
which Christ won for us. No one can
come to the Father except through
the Son. There is no salvation outside
of the Lord Jesus Christ as Scripture
alone has revealed Him in words and
works. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is 
the only Saviour. 
In the fullness of His eternal deity, our
Lord Jesus became man. Conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of a virgin, He
had a perfect human nature and a
truly human experience. By His sinless
life and faultless teaching, He showed
Himself to be the spotless Lamb of
God. By shedding His blood on the

Statement of Faith Core Convictions – Our DNA
cross, once for all, Jesus bore in our
place the judgement our sin deserves
and secured eternal life for all who
believe in Him. By raising Him bodily
from the dead on the third day and by
exalting Him into heaven, the Father
demonstrated His full acceptance of
the finished work of Christ. 

The world-wide church is the
fellowship of all who trust in
Christ. 
Salvation is by grace through faith
alone. The Holy Spirit gives
repentance, faith and new life, made
evident by the fruit of the Spirit. The
fellowship of believers is sustained
primarily through the ministry of
God’s Word. Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper are covenant signs, God’s
promises made visible, which when
rightly received, He uses to
strengthen faith and pledge our
blessings in Christ. According to His
will, the Holy Spirit gives gifts and
ministries to His people so that they
may build each other up under the
authority of the Word to worship and
serve God and to love one another. All
believers as priests have direct access
to God through Christ our High Priest
and there can be no other mediator. 

God calls His church in 
the world to mission. 
As the Father sent Him, so the Lord
Jesus Christ sends His church into the
world to make His name known: to
preach the gospel of His grace; to care
for the needy with a compassion like
His; to promote the just standards of
His Kingdom and the good
stewardship of His creation. As the
Lord Jesus ascended, so He will
return, personally and visibly, to
complete God’s new creation. He will
judge the living and the dead, call His
servants to account and receive them
into glory. We expect His coming and
we obey His command. We pledge
ourselves to make Christ known
throughout the world.

We are a CHRISTIAN church 
… Trinitarian
We believe in one God; Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19)

… Jesus Centred 
This God has revealed himself to us
in Jesus Christ. (John 1:1 - 14)

… Cross Focussed
Jesus came ultimately to die on the
cross (John 12:24 - 27) for us and for
our salvation. (1 Timothy 1:15)

… Grace Dependent
We depend on the grace of God
through the Holy Spirit to open our
eyes, lead us to Christ, to supply our
spiritual need and to lead us home.
(Romans 8)

We are an EVANGELICAL
church 
… We believe the Bible,
we preach the Bible.

The Bible is God’s Word to us, all
Scripture is God speaking 
(2 Timothy 3:14 - 17, 
Psalm 119:42,142, 2 Peter 1:18 - 20)

It is:
sure – reliable, true and our
supreme authority 
(2 Peter 1, 2 Timothy 3)
enough – sufficient, we do not need
any new revelation, we neither add
to nor subtract from the Bible. 
(Hebrews 1:1 – 4, 2 Timothy 3)
clear – understandable. 
(Deuteronomy 30:11 – 14)
necessary – we need his wisdom
not ours. 
(2 Corinthians 2:6 – 13)
final – just as Jesus is God’s final
word, so is the Bible. 
(Revelation 22;18)
and it’s all about JESUS. 
(John 5:39, Luke 24:44)
Formally adopted by the PCC at their meeting on 21.5.2019

We are an ANGLICAN church. 
That means we are:
… a confessional (and historic)
Church 
The Church of England through its 39
Articles and Book of Common Prayer
proclaims the great truths of the
reformation. In particular – the final
and supreme authority of the Bible
(Article VI, XX, XXI) and that we are
justified (reckoned right with God) by
the grace of God alone, through faith
alone, in Christ alone (Articles X, XI,
XVIII, XXXI) and all to the glory of God
alone. 

… a liturgical Church
In returning the Church to the Bible,
the Reformers saw liturgy as a key
tool in that task. So, Anglican liturgy
includes extensive use of Scripture,
including the reading and preaching
of Scripture and a content and
structure aiming to teach Bible truth,
especially justification by faith alone. 

… a connectional Church
As an Anglican church we are a
connectional church, linked to a
wider Diocese and to Anglican
churches throughout the world. In
particular, we are linked through
GAFCON and the Jerusalem
Declaration (gafconuk.org) to
orthodox Anglican churches
throughout the world and through
the Church Society (churchsociety.org)
to orthodox Anglican churches in the
UK and to other local gospel centred
churches locally through the Sussex
Gospel Partnership
(sussexgospelpartnership.org.uk)

… a parish Church
As an Anglican church we have a
responsibility to a specific
geographical area/parish in our case
Hailsham. As a parish church that also
gives us unique opportunities for
mission in the wider community, in
our schools and in civic life.

HPC Future 
Vision/Priorities
To maintain, develop and enrich
HPC as a Gospel centred church at
the heart of Hailsham serving all
ages and backgrounds.

Main priorities moving forward:
Discipleship
• To encourage a sense of

belonging.
• Of Godly dependence in prayer.
• Growing Disciples and mutual

friendships across all ages and
backgrounds.

• Learning together from God’s
word and encouraging one
another to use God’s gifts.

• Reaching across the generations. 
Outreach
• Local and across the Globe – to

foster partnerships in the gospel
with others both in the UK and
around the world.

• As a town centre church and with
an eye on the redevelopment of
the town and the expansion of
Hailsham to maximise the
opportunity afforded by our
building to invite people to “come
and see” while alongside
encouraging individuals and
families in proactive witness
among family and friends, in the
workplace and in their localities.

Having a heart for Evangelism
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Hailsham is an East Sussex market
town of 22,000 people with a
number of significant new housing
developments underway. The parish
encompasses all but the north-west
corner of the town with a population
of around 18,000. The parish is
expected to grow in population by
1,500 over the next 2 or 3 years. The
northwest of the town is within the
parish of St Peter and St Paul,
Hellingly.

The town was originally an agricultural
market town, and it still has a working
livestockmarket. There are now a wide
range of low-wage service industries
based in the town. It is also, the
administrative centre for Wealden
District Council.

The town has a range of shops
including Tesco, Asda, and Waitrose
supermarkets. There is an excellent
community cinema and a leisure
centre with gym, swimming pool and
ten pin bowling, and a good range of
local sports clubs and other amenities.
There are a variety of restaurants, a
Costa Coffee, and a Starbucks on the
by-pass. There are also many 

residential care homes and homes
and projects supporting those with
learning disabilities.

There is easy access to the South
Downs, Pevensey Marshes, the sea
front, and shops at Eastbourne and a
wealth of interesting places to visit
nearby.

The closest rail connection is 3 miles
to the south in Polegate with trains
every 30 minutes to London Victoria,
Gatwick, and Brighton. There are
regular bus services to Eastbourne,
Hastings and Tunbridge Wells.

The town is served by one secondary
school, Hailsham Community College.
There are 5 primary schools in the
parish, and an all through school for
special needs. Also, nearby there is a
private school, Bede’s.

Hailsham itself is a very socially
diverse community which includes
some large housing estates with
some areas of serious deprivation and
significant social problems. People
work all over the greater Eastbourne –
Lewes – Brighton area and a few
commute to London.

The Church Family
There are currently around 205 adult members on the Electoral Roll. HPC holds 3
services every Sunday. There is a sizeable core of regular worshippers at HPC as
well as a considerable ‘fringe’ who attend church less frequently; nearly every week
there are some who are in church for the first time.  We are considerably more
informal than a normal small-town church but are somewhat more traditional than
a city-centre student and young adults’ church. HPC works together as a family
under Jesus and enjoy being together and having fun together as well. 

As with many other churches COVID had a big
impact on life at HPC and the church family.
We were able to continue to teach the
message and sing Gods praises via You Tube
and zoom during the lockdown periods. Since
returning face to face meeting, we have seen
some changes with some taking the
opportunity to move churches, some not
continuing at any church and several new
people joining.  The monthly prayer meeting
moved to being online which initially saw an
increase in those attending but recently not so
many attends and we are looking to meet in
person again. We have also seen some of the
church family re-evaluate where they serve or
if they continue to serve and we are also re-
evaluating where we as a church put our
efforts into and have for example, for the time
being, stopped PULSE the after-school club.

Finances
In brief our finances are as follows.

Figures relate to the year December
2021 but exclude a one off gift and
West End Project work.

Income: £231,730. Including £53,785
grant for Curates and Family &
Children’s worker from Hailsham
Parish Mission trust but excluding
£40,000 one off gift

Expenditure: £356,293. This figure
excludes £77,684 for West End
Project work.

We are budgeting to give £13,600 as
outward giving to mission partners
and other charities in 2022

For year to December 2022, we are
paying £115,500 to the Diocese for
Parish Share which is 102% of our
responsibility.

We have investments currently
totalling £805,000 which have come
from legacies and are earmarked
mainly for Hailsham Parish Church to
maintain the current level of staffing..

The Impact of COVID
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Church Life - Sunday
Our main service is at 10.30am. It’s
relaxed and informal with groups for
children and young people integrated
into the service except, usually on the
first Sunday of each month, when we
all stay and learn together. There is no
dress code so people feel free to come
dressed in whatever makes them
comfortable. The music is a mixture of
traditional hymns and contemporary
songs with both organ and music
group. There’s coffee afterwards to
catch up and to continue to
encourage each other.

There are also services at 8.30am, a
traditional Book of Common Prayer
Holy Communion and in the evening
at 6.30pm, again, a blend of the
traditional and contemporary.

HPC is a busy church with lots happening on Sundays, during the week and
throughout the year. There are a wide variety of activities for people of all
ages and stages of the Christian life. Below is a taste of what goes on. Please
refer to the church website for further information about the different groups.

Tuesday
Oasis – A bible study group for
women. Our aim is to nurture and
feed women from the Bible as they
seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ:
So that we can give an explanation
of our faith and share it with others.
This will enable our families
and fellowship to be strengthened as
we mature in the knowledge and
love of God. We are committed to
meet regularly so we grow to know
one another in order to support each
other practically and spiritually.

The emphasis in all our services is to
hear God speak through the Bible and
to let his Word encourage and build
us up to pray and praise, to give and
serve, to lives of total worship.

Monday
Meeting Point – A monthly meeting,
(usually on the first Monday) at
1.45pm in the Church. Most months
we have a speaker and cover a wide
range of subjects and interests
through the year, plus a time of
fellowship and friendship whether
members of HPC or not, old and
young alike.

Bell Ringing Practice – twice weekly
bell ringing practice plus other
additional rings.

Youth Band (Fortnightly) - Youth band
is for young people in years 7-13 (aged
11 and upwards) and meets on Tuesday
evenings during term time, usually
fortnightly.

Youth Band sessions normally begin
with a brief time of learning together
from the Bible and prayer. Most of our
time is spent learning and practising
Christian songs.

Youth Band members take part in the
music for Sunday services from time to
time, both as a discrete group and as
individuals, pairs or threes working
alongside adults in the regular group.
Occasionally other opportunities for
public music-making come up too. For
example, in the past the band has
played outdoors at Hailsham’s youth-
themed summer street market and at
the Christmas Carols in the Park event.

A Typical Week:

Day Time Activity

Sunday 0830 Communion Service
1030 Service
1830 Service

Monday pm Bell Ringing 
pm Meeting Point  (monthly)

Tuesday am Oasis
pm Christianity Explored
pm Youth Band

Wednesday am Creative Craft Group

Thursday am ABC’s
pm Salt

Friday pm Music Practice

Saturday pm Bridge Racing (monthly)
pm Junior Band (termly)
pm Youth Zone (monthly)

Meeting Point…
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Wednesday
Creative Craft Group
We have a craft groups that meet in
the Church lounge where you can try
your hand at new crafts such as
making cards and boxes, painting
pottery, making patchwork
pincushions or you can bring along
your own knitting, crochet or craft
and simply enjoy some company.

Thursday
ABC – Adults, Babies and Children –
a friendly baby and children’s group
for anyone looking after 0–5-year-
olds. We meet every Thursday during
school term time from 9.30-11.30am
in the church lounge.

There are lots of toys and also
painting, playdough, and a craft
activity. There is coffee and tea
available for parents from 9.30-
10.30am, followed by a drink and
snack for the children at 10.45am
before a song and story time. Parents
and Carers are encouraged to join in
with the children and to make new
friends.

Salt – Year 9 to Year 13 Bible Study
SALT is our group for those in school
years 9-13 and is an opportunity for
HPC teenagers and their friends to
hang out, have fun and explore the
Bible together. “Recently, in SALT,
amongst other things we’ve been
examining what the Bible has to say
about the importance of church, as
well as working our way through
John’s gospel (his eye witness account
of the life of Jesus), as we’ve been
studying the evidence he gives us of
why we can and should believe in
Jesus.”

Church Life
Friday
Music Practice
‘Several instrumentalists (serving on a
rota) play for our 10.30 am Sunday
services. Each week, one or two
amplified singers help lead our songs.
In addition, a choir sings for selected
services, normally once a month. Music
at our 6.30 pm services is usually led by
the organ and/or piano but sometimes
by a band and/or a choir.  Rehearsals
normally take place on Friday evenings
(7.30-9.00 pm).

Saturday
Junior Band (occasionally)
Junior Band is for children in Years 3-6
(aged 7-11). It meets on occasional
Saturdays from 4.15-5.15 pm. Children
can participate by singing, playing an
instrument they’re learning or playing
one of our items of percussion. Most
Junior Band sessions are linked to the
10.30 service the following morning, in
which the band leads the all-age song
they’ve Practiced. 

Bridge Racing (monthly/Emmanuel) -
Bridge Racing is a slot-car racing club for
dads (and other adult male carers) and
their children aged 7+ using Scalextric
digital cars and track. 

Youth Zone (monthly) – for anyone in
Year 6 upwards We have a varied
programme throughout the year, and it
is a great opportunity for you to bring
your friends along. We usually meet on
Saturday evenings between 7-8.30pm
during term time. We also regularly
arrange local outings – for walks or
games in the park, sessions include a
short Bible discussion/activity

Creative Craft…
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Evangelistic Courses
People come to know and love Jesus in many ways. One of the most
effective means of people coming to understand their sin and to see
Jesus as their Saviour is through a range of different evangelistic
courses. These warm, cringe free, back to basics sessions assume
nothing other than a desire to find out more. There is lots of
opportunity for discussion and questions as well as chance for
people to just sit and listen as the words of Jesus are explained.
Christianity Explored courses have been run online and in person,
sometimes in groups and sometimes with individuals. Following on
from our connect for life mission we run a new three-week course
called Hope Explored. 

Growth Groups
Currently there are 10 growth groups meeting
weekly or fortnightly and we encourage
everyone to get involved. Groups meet at the homes of people from
the Church or in the church building – at various times and on
different days. As they tend to be small groups, they are a friendly,
informal way of learning more about God, with plenty of
opportunities for discussion and to have questions answered.

Men at HPC
We are a group of men who aim to grow in our
faith with Jesus by learning and growing
together, supporting, and getting to know each
other in our walk with Christ. During 2021 we
started a regular bi-monthly men’s breakfast at a
local restaurant, B12. We encourage men to bring their non-
Christian friends along to hear about life with Jesus and have a
varied number of speakers.

Women to Women
We encourage women to grow in their
faith and share their faith with their 
non-Christian friends and family.  This may be through meeting one
to one but also, we encourage women from HPC to attend together
the annual Southern Women’s Convention.  There are currently two
main Women2Women evangelistic events with a speaker each year
which have proved to be very popular in the summer and in the
lead up to Christmas -  and these are specifically designed for
women to invite their friends along to.

Monthly Prayer Meeting
We meet as a church via zoom or in person every month to pray
together and our mission partners meet with us occasionally.  

Some key events 
in a year at HPC
February

Lent course

March

Mother’s Day Service

April

Easter Services
Easter Holiday Club
Vision Sunday

May

Bible by the Beach
Gift Sunday

June

Women’s conference
Church Weekend Away

August

August Summer Camps
Children’s Holiday Club
Holiday at Home – Seniors holiday club

September

New term begins

October

Harvest Festival

November

Sussex Gospel Partnership Conference

December

Christmas Services
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Rory is our Associate
Vicar. Married to Susie
and with three teenage
children Rory has been at
HPC since 2016. He loves
walking in the Sussex
countryside, good food
with friends and
attempting to keep bees.

David Griffin is our
Curate. He is married to
Esther and they have two
pre-school-aged children.
David has been at HPC
since June 2020.
Originally from
Loughborough, David
enjoys reading, running
and windsurfing.

Chris Taylor is our
Minister (Music).  He is
married to Emily and
they have four
children aged 6 to 14.
Chris enjoys singing
and playing music,
walking in the
countryside and
classic comedy. 

Lyn Gooding is our
Minister (Children &
Families) and also the
Safeguarding Officer of
HPC. Lyn is married to
David and they have
three grown up children.
Lyn enjoys walking, going
to the gym and spending
time with the family.

David Gooding is one
of our Church Wardens
and is married to Lyn.
He works for a
Norwegian shipping
company and enjoys
going to the gym,
walking, and spending
time with the family.

Margery Luffingham is
our Pastoral Care
Coordinator, one of our
Church Wardens and is
married to Phil.  She
enjoys visiting open
gardens & the theatre,
spending time with
family and friends and
occasional bird watching
with Phil! She is also a
member of the local
flower club.

Roger Booth is married
to Margaret and has
three grown up children
and he and Margaret are
blessed to have four
grandchildren.

David Sinden is on the
Wardens team and is
married to Denise.  He
enjoys a wide range of
hobbies and interests
(including a model
railway!) and travelling.

Margaret Surrey is on
the Wardens Team.  She
has lived in Hailsham
since 2012. She lives
alone with her dog
Talia, and enjoys
gardening, walking and
reading. She is joint
leader of Meeting Point.

Julie Harden works in
the Office/Admin/PA to
the Vicar role. She is
married with two
children and one
grandchild. She moved
to Hailsham from Surrey
in 2019 after retiring
from a career in nursing.
She enjoys being
outdoors walking her
dog or gardening.

Denise Sinden is our
Minister (Women) and
also the PCC Secretary.
She is married to David,
and they moved to
Hailsham in 2012.
Originally from the Wirral,
then Enfield she has now
moved even further south
and enjoys exploring
Sussex and beyond.

Sara Dadswell is an
Office Administrator
and also works part
time in a local craft
shop. She is married to
Colin and they have
three children. Sara
loves to read, crochet
and spend time with
friends and family. 

Ken Thomas is the
Premises Manager. He
is married to Hazel and
they have two grown
up sons. In his spare
time he enjoys making
things from wood and
metal, and has an
ambition to learn to
speak French.

Wardens Team

Admin Team

Ministry Team

Care Home Services
We are privileged to be able to serve many of the local care homes by
holding services for the residents and staff through the year. 

Over 30 of the congregation are involved with this service and we have
very good links with eight local homes.

HPC have close contacts with many local schools. We see it as a great
privilege to be invited into our local schools to lead assemblies, the
Christian Union, an after-school club and occasionally R.E. Lesson. Our
aim is always to be engaging and clear as we teach the children what
the Bible says and what Christians believe.

Over the years HPC has built links with Groveland’s, Park Mead, Hawkes
Farm, Phoenix, Burfield and Whitehouse Primary schools and Hailsham
Community College.

We are very thankful to also have opportunities to invite schoolchildren
and staff to visit the church building, to see it in use, to meet other church
members and to hear the Bible taught in a creative way. In December
2021 two classes from Hawkes Farm joined us for our “Meet the
Characters of Christmas” - an interactive retelling of the Christmas story.
Also, just before Easter we hosted five classes for the interactive murder
mystery Easter experience.

Open Church
Being located right in the centre of our town is a great privilege. It is
good to be able to open the church building to offer a warm welcome,
an opportunity to point people to Jesus. 

The impact of having the new prominent west end entrance with
enhanced visibility – a shop window to the town - and accessible
footpath has already been seen in increased numbers of visitors coming
into the church building not just on Sundays but also when the church
building has been open at other times too (hence the name Open
Church) to welcome visitors. 

Open Church has run in several ways: 

1. Opening to coincide with larger
community events going on in
the town. 

2. Being open in response to other
events – such as the
Commemoration for the life of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

3. Summer programme of
opening for a few hours on
weekdays between June and
August.

4. Now opening every
Wednesday for a few hours
throughout the year.
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The role of the Vicar is best summed
up in HPC’s aim, to know Jesus and to
make Him known more and more, to
encourage all to know and love Jesus,
to grow as his disciples and to
witness to the truth of the gospel.
While the role includes the full range
of ministry across Hailsham there is a
particular focus on the Vicar as:

A Leader and Enabler 
of the Team
The role involves the leadership,
support, and pastoral care in particular
of a team of 7 staff, and of wardens,
PCC and of ministry teams across the
life of the congregation, to encourage
their development and growth and to
enable them to participate and serve.

A Shepherd of the People – 
a Preacher and Teacher
There is a primary role as preacher and
teacher of the word of God, faithfully
shepherding his people, leading the
church through a commitment both to
preach week by week and to
prayerfully plan a healthy diet for the
church. This reflects a Reformed,
conservative evangelical conviction,
committed to the expository
preaching of Scripture and to its warm
and generous application to God’s
people. It also involves leading God’s
people in prayerful dependence on
the Lord.

A Co-ordinator of Gifts 
and Resources
As a town centre church HPC is
wonderfully situated to welcome
people to hear the gospel and
discover the love and welcome of the
Christian family. The Vicar’s role
involves a bringing together of
people and their gifts to enable that
each Sunday and through the week.
The bringing together of Word and
prayer, song and service, witness and
welcome week by week within the
building and from there in outreach
and care to the wider community.

A Member of the Family
The role is first that of a member of
the family, a justified sinner saved by
grace, welcomed home by a
generous God. To that end, welcome
and hospitality are a key elements in
the role, creating a culture of grace
and welcome and leading in
hospitality particularly through the
opportunities afforded by the
Vicarage and its garden.

A Strategist for the Future
A strategist, both creative and
forward looking for the development
of HPC and its wider engagement in
mission to the town.
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Within HPC the role focuses on
identifying new resources, music,
courses, books and exploring new
initiatives, encouraging an agenda of
development and change. Equally the
role brings a responsibility to recruit
staff where needed, to identify new
roles and to encourage training.

Beyond HPC this has been and will
continue to be very significant.
Hailsham as a town has grown much
and will continue to grow,
approaching 30k people in a few
years. Alongside that there have been
extensive plans for the redevelopment
of the town centre and even for new
communities the other side of the
A22. Thinking strategically, planning
for future possibilities for the gospel
will remain a vital part of the role.

A Representative in 
the Community
HPC has a unique gospel opportunity
by its position and civic connections at
the heart of Hailsham. On many
important national occasions civic
leaders look to HPC to offer a lead and
facilitate a community response
usually led by the Vicar. Equally the
wider church community tend to look
to HPC and its vicar for leadership and

there has been a key role in
encouraging gospel witness across to
the town through the Hailsham
equivalent of churches together, the
churches run Foodbank and
community coffee shop. The role also
gives opportunity to encourage active
involvement in local schools with staff
team engaged currently with 6 local
schools and 8 care homes.

A Gospel Partner
HPC would want to be a faithful
gospel partner. The vicar’s role is
obviously key to enabling that, in
developing and maintaining healthy
partnerships with the Diocese and
Deanery, with other local churches in
and around Hailsham, with the Sussex
Gospel Partnership, as a partner
church with Church Society, our
patrons, with Bible by the Beach and
with our mission partners around the
world. 

Vicar of Hailsham Parish
Church (HPC) – 

Role Description
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Chris and Ros work at Uganda Martyrs’ Seminary (UMS) in Kampala. UMS is an
Anglican theological training institution that trains men and women for
ordained gospel ministry in the Anglican Church of Uganda.  

Chris teaches systematic theology, New Testament, mission, and practical
theology courses. Ros is involved in pastoral care of female students and looks
after their three children: Josh, Daniel, and Chloe. Both Chris and Ros are Sunday
school co-ordinators in their local parish church.

Mission Partners
There have been many changes over the years and we have
been blessed recently with several bequests that have allowed
us to complete several changes to the building. 

These  have included replacing church pews with chairs, new
kitchen and toilets, addition of church office, removing the pipe
organ and replacing with electronic organ and developing a new
entrance at the West End which includes a new meeting room
and new storage. Next stages will include upgrading the sound
and vision in the church with a provision of a new sound desk.

These changes have made a large difference to how we can
utilise the building, enabling it to be used in multiple ways as we
can now clear all or part of the chairs away to use for holiday
clubs, open church and many other activities including opening
for town events as well. The new West End entrance has made a
big difference in enabling us to be seen from the town centre
and show a more welcoming church to all the town. 

Recent Re-ordering Projects

Julian and Nicky Milson are passionate about sharing the good news of Jesus
with Spanish people and training up disciples who can advance the gospel for
generations to come. They live and work in Valencia (Spain’s third largest city)
where Julian is seconded to the IERE (Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church).

Julian leads Iglesia de Jesucristo in Valencia whilst Nicky’s primary ministry is
supporting Julian and look after their children, Jemima and Theo.

Chris & Ros Howles – UMS Namugongo, Kampala, Uganda.

Julian and Nicky Milson, Valencia, Spain

Accommodation
• The Vicarage is behind the church.
It has four bedrooms, a study and
dining room, one reception and a
downstairs toilet. There is a utility
room off the kitchen. One bedroom
has an ensuite and there is a family
bathroom also. 

The gardens are large and well
stocked and often used for church
events during the summer.

Very close to the church and town
centre which includes good
shopping and leisure facilities, all in
walking distance

• The associate ministers house is a
large 4-bedroom house with a
purpose built study and en-suite
toilet.

•We also rent a house for the curate
and one for the Assistant Minister of
Music.

The Vicarage…

The reinstated main entrance…

The updated organ… The new West End.

The associate minister’s house… The current curate’s house…

Church
Buildings
Hailsham Parish Church (St Mary’s) 
HPC’s early history is obscure and the first
definite mention we have is in 1229,
nothing remains of the Church of 1200.

The present building is of the Perpendicular
style and probably dates from 1425-50. 

We are blessed to have such a fine building
in a prominent position in the centre of
town which can now be used in multiple
ways to praise and worship God.

Emmanuel Church
We also have another building based in the
North of Hailsham which is currently mainly
used by a Pre-School.
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God places a very high value on how
Christians treat each other. 

We recognise that it is possible to
hold all the right beliefs in all the
wrong ways. The bible tells us that
when this happens, we are actually
denying the truths that we claim to
believe. Galatians 2:11-15 

We pray that our life together as a
church family will be shaped by
Grace; the infinite love, mercy, favour,
and goodwill shown to humanity by
the Lord God. 

Grace turns us inwards in humility.
Each of us is a sinner. We are rebels
against our loving creator. We
recognise that our sin caused the
death of Jesus Christ. 

This means we expect that all of us
will need to grow and change.
Despite the work of the Holy Spirit in
the lives of Christians we will get
things wrong; we will say wrong
things; we will treat people wrongly.
We are not perfect people; we are
saved people being made more like
Jesus day by day. 

Our life together will be messy. We
want to be family where we repent
quickly and forgive each other
joyously. 

Grace turns us outwards in
kindness. We long to be people who
are quick to listen, slow to speak and
slow to get angry. We recognise that
we never see the whole story of
anyone’s life, and knowing the state of
our hearts we want to treat Christian
brothers and sisters with gentleness,
particularly when we disagree with
them. 

Core Values of 
Hailsham Parish Church

We believe that it is possible for Jesus
loving, bible trusting Christians to
come to different opinions on
important but non salvation issues.
We respect that and we want to listen
to each other and be open to learn
from each other. 

We want our life together to be
marked by the same generosity of
spirit and kindness that we have
received from the Lord. 

Grace turns us outwards in urgency.
People matter to God. We want the
truth of God’s love for sinners in Jesus
to be experienced as widely and a
fully as possible. We want others to
hear about and respond to Jesus. We
want to serve a dying world and we
recognise that sometimes that will be
at the expense of our personal
preferences, our time and our money. 

We want our life together to be
more akin to being on a lifeboat than
a cruise ship. 

Grace transforms us. God loves us as
we are but he doesn’t want us to stay
as we are. His plan is that each of us
will be transformed more and more
into the image of Jesus. Self-
controlled, upright and godly lives
flow from hearts that have been
captured by the grace of God. 

Change is painful; we will need to
keep on reminding one another that
Jesus is good, that he loves us and
that he is in charge. 

We want our life together to be
marked by a constant holding up of
the good news of Jesus and we
commit to doing that for each other.
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and Faith
In 2017 the PCC expressed its commitment to an orthodox
and Biblical view of marriage by endorsing the Jerusalem
Declaration (2008) and this commitment remains
unchanged.

However, we equally recognise that there are real and difficult
pastoral questions. We affirm that the gospel is for all, and all
are welcome regardless of race, background, sexuality, or
gender. We would seek to offer that welcome to all at HPC. 
We would especially want to recognise the very real struggles
of Christians who are same sex attracted and who seek to live
faithful, God honouring and celibate lives. Theirs is often a
painful journey and at HPC we have sought to walk that
journey with them.

The PCC would also wish for the General Synod to reaffirm a
Biblical, historic, and orthodox understanding of identity,
sexuality and gender in doctrine, practice, and liturgy and to
resist all attempts at revision. 

The Ministry of
Women at HPC
HPC has not adopted any formal resolutions as we have not
felt the need to do this. There would be a variety of views
within the congregation, but this has not to date been a
significant issue. Perhaps HPC is overall best described as
generously complementarian. 

We have over the last few years trained up two women from
within the congregation who served as members of the staff
team, planned, and led All Age services and contributed to the
teaching. (One having completed Oak Hill Youth + Children’s
Ministry is now serving with a church in London.) We have also
encouraged women to use their gifts in leading and speaking
at our extensive range of care home services but also in
women teaching women events and in Growth Groups.

However, all the staff and a majority of the PCC would affirm a
complementarian position in respect of leadership and regular
preaching.


